
2025.01 Provision of a Blood Donation Service for the Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality. 

 
Resolved,  that the Nova Scotia Provincial Council of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

in 77th annual Provincial meeting and convention assembled, urge Canadian Blood 
Services, in collaboration with community partners, to provide a blood donation 
service for the Cape Breton Regional Municipality; and be it 

 
Resolved,  that the Nova Scotia Provincial Council of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

in 77th annual provincial meeting and convention assembled, urge the Cape Breton 
Regional Municipality to urge Canadian Blood Services, in collaboration with 
community partners, to provide a blood donation service for the Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality; and be it 

 
Resolved,  that this resolution be forwarded through national council to the provincial councils, 

urging them to become aware of this topic as it pertains to their province/territory, and 
to act on it as deemed necessary/prudent; and be it  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brief:  Provision of a Blood Donation Service for the Cape Breton Regional Municipality  



 
The need for blood, plasma, and platelets is constant as many rely on these donations every day (Callum). 
Recently Canadian Blood Services (CBS), which manages the Canadian blood system, has been facing 
significant challenges in meeting Canada’s blood supply. More than 100,000 new donors are needed every 
single year (“Canadian Blood Services”) and bookings are not keeping pace with the rise in demand for 
blood products (“Rapid Growth in Demand”). Decreased blood donations have resulted in advisories of 
low blood inventory since May 2019 (“Inventory Advisories”, “National Blood Shortages Plan”). One 
Nova Scotia family experienced this firsthand in October 2023 when their young son, diagnosed with 
Acute Myeloid Leukemia and in early treatment, received only half of his required platelet transfusion 
(MacDonald). Since closure of the blood donation clinic in Sydney in 2015, donors in the Cape Breton 
Regional Municipality (CBRM) must travel to Port Hawkesbury to donate, a round trip of approximately 
four to five hours. The time and distance involved make this impractical, costly and inefficient. This could 
be resolved by the provision of a blood donation service for the CBRM. 
 
Donation, retention of donors and frequency of donations are negatively affected as donation time and 
inconvenience increase due to clinic inaccessibility (Charbonneau et al 3-5; Cimaroli 6, 23, 25-27; Paez 
et al 93-95; Haw et al 1328). Community support for a blood donation service has been expressed 
through media, a petition (Porter) with over 6000 household signatures, and letters to CBS. 
 
CBS prioritizes location (Letter) and diversification (“This is Why We Need”) in planning donation 
events. CBRM, the second largest municipality in Nova Scotia, with a population of over 109,000 
(Nova Scotia Canada), two First Nations communities and an increased international presence, offers 
density and diversity. A mobile clinic operates in Yarmouth, NS. The distances from CBRM and 
Yarmouth’s mobile clinic to CBS’s manufacturing site in Dartmouth are comparable. 

The CBS website reads: “Engaging the next generation of blood, plasma and stem cell donors and 
advocates is important to sustain Canada’s Lifeline into the future” (Walsh). Cape Breton University 
(CBU) has a current enrollment of approximately 6700 students from 70 countries. CBU will house the 
province’s second medical school in August 2025 and an expanded health and counselling centre.  The 
newly constructed campus of the Nova Scotia Community College (NSCC), currently has approximately 
1200 students and staff, with potential for growth. Mobile collection venues, accessible to students, 
would provide an opportunity for CBS to acquire an increased blood and stem cell donor base and 
leaders for the Next Gen Lifeline program. 
 
Phlebotomy provides therapeutic benefit to those with hemochromatosis. This inherited disorder is most 
common in people of Celtic descent, such as the CBRM demographic, and affects 1 in 300 people. 
Without access to a CBS donation clinic, this iron rich blood is being disposed as medical waste instead 
of making “a lifesaving difference to a patient in need” (“Partners for Life”).  
 
Organizations, community groups, universities, and colleges across Canada have been participating in 
the Partners for Life program with CBS for many years. Participation in this worthy program by our 
residents, known for their legacy of giving and dedication to supporting health care needs, is hampered 
by lack of a local clinic. 
 
Every minute of every day, someone in Canada needs blood. A blood donation service in the CBRM 
would provide residents with the accessibility and opportunity to strengthen Canada’s blood supply and 
to give the gift of life through the miracle of blood and blood products. We urge Canadian Blood Services 
to work with community partners to provide a blood donation service for the Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality. 
 



Provision of a Blood Donation Service for the Cape Breton Regional Municipality  
Works Cited 

 
Callum, Jeannie. “Paying It Forward: Why We Need You to Give Blood.” Canadian Blood 

Services, 19 Nov. 2021,  www.blood.ca/en/node/999122. 
 

“Canadian Blood Services Is Rallying People across the Country to Shine a Light on the Need for 
New Donors.” Canadian Blood Services, 15 May 2023, www.blood.ca/en/about-
us/media/newsroom/canadian-blood-services-rallying-people-across-country-shine-light-
need-new. 

 
“Letter.” Canadian Blood Services. 2023-03-09. 

Charbonneau Joanne, et al. “Why Do Blood Donors Lapse or Reduce Their Donation’s 
Frequency?” Transfusion Medicine Reviews, vol 30, issue 1, January 2016, pp. 1-5, 
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0887796315001169?via%3Dihub. 

Cimaroli, Kristina. “The Frequency of Blood Donation in Canada: An Exploration of Individual 
and Contextual Determinants.” MacSphere, 19 Sept. 2012, 
macsphere.mcmaster.ca/handle/11375/12512.  
   

Haw, Jennie, et al. “Sickle Cell Disease and the Need for Blood: Barriers to Donation for African, 
Caribbean, and Black Young Adults in Canada.” Transfusion, vol 63, issue 7, 23 Apr. 2023, 
pp. 1324 – 1332, onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/trf.17396. 

 
“Inventory Advisories.” Canadian Blood Services, www.blood.ca/en/hospital-services/customer-

service/communications/inventory-advisories. 

 “Join Canada’s Lifeline.” Canadian Blood Services,  nextgen.blood.ca/en. 

MacDonald, April. “Community Desperate to Find Ways to Help Boy Diagnosed with Leukemia.” 
The Inverness Oran, 1 Nov. 2023. 

“National Blood Shortages Plan – A Summary.” Canadian Blood Services, 2022, 
www.blood.ca/en/node/99938.  

Nova Scotia Canada, “Economics and Statistics”, 22 May 2024 
www.novascotia.ca/finance/statistics/archive_news.asp?id=19934&dg=&df=&dto=0&dti=3. 

Paez, Antonio, et al. “Exploring Resource Allocation and Alternate Clinic Accessibility Landscapes 
for Improved Blood Donor Turnout.” Applied Geography, vol 45, pp. 89-97, 18 Sept. 2013, 
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0143622813001999. 

 
“Partners for Life.” Canadian Blood Services, www.blood.ca/en/ways-donate/partners-life. 

Porter, Diane. “Sign the Petition Reopen Blood Donation Clinic in Sydney, N.S.” Change.Org, 29 
Aug. 2023, www.change.org/p/reopen-blood-donation-clinic-in-sydney-nova-scotia. 

 

http://www.blood.ca/en/node/999122
http://www.blood.ca/en/about-us/media/newsroom/canadian-blood-services-rallying-people-across-country-shine-light-need-new
http://www.blood.ca/en/about-us/media/newsroom/canadian-blood-services-rallying-people-across-country-shine-light-need-new
http://www.blood.ca/en/about-us/media/newsroom/canadian-blood-services-rallying-people-across-country-shine-light-need-new
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0887796315001169?via%3Dihub
https://macsphere.mcmaster.ca/handle/11375/12512
https://macsphere.mcmaster.ca/handle/11375/12512
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/trf.17396
http://www.blood.ca/en/hospital-services/customer-service/communications/inventory-advisories
http://www.blood.ca/en/hospital-services/customer-service/communications/inventory-advisories
https://nextgen.blood.ca/en
http://www.blood.ca/en/node/99938
http://www.novascotia.ca/finance/statistics/archive_news.asp?id=19934&dg=&df=&dto=0&dti=3
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0143622813001999
http://www.blood.ca/en/ways-donate/partners-life
http://www.change.org/p/reopen-blood-donation-clinic-in-sydney-nova-scotia


“Rapid Growth in the Demand for Blood Products Could Cause National Supply to Dwindle.” 
Canadian Blood Services, 26 June 2024, www.blood.ca/en/about-us/media/newsroom/rapid-
growth-demand-blood-products-could-cause-national-supply-dwindle. 

“This Is Why We Need a Diverse Donor Base.”  Canadian Blood Services, 2 June 2023, 
www.blood.ca/en/stories/why-we-need-diverse-donor-base. 

 
Walsh, Geraldine. “Student Advocates, Plasma Donation and the Pandemic.” Canadian Blood 

Services, 24 Feb. 2022, www.blood.ca/en/research/our-research-stories/research-education-
discovery/student-advocates-plasma-donation-and. 

 

   
  

http://www.blood.ca/en/about-us/media/newsroom/rapid-growth-demand-blood-products-could-cause-national-supply-dwindle
http://www.blood.ca/en/about-us/media/newsroom/rapid-growth-demand-blood-products-could-cause-national-supply-dwindle
http://www.blood.ca/en/stories/why-we-need-diverse-donor-base
http://www.blood.ca/en/research/our-research-stories/research-education-discovery/student-advocates-plasma-donation-and
http://www.blood.ca/en/research/our-research-stories/research-education-discovery/student-advocates-plasma-donation-and


Action Plan: Provision of a Blood Donation Service for the Cape Breton Regional Municipality  
 

1. Encourage CWL members to write letters to Canadian Blood Services to support action on 
the resolution. 

2. Raise awareness of the resolution to gather support from parishioners, community members 
and community partners. 

3. Encourage members to write letters to the premier, provincial minister of health, local MLAs, 
and mayor and councilors of the Cape Breton Regional Municipality urging support of the 
resolution.  

4. Monitor Canadian Blood Services’ response to the resolution and keep members informed. 
 
 

 


